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1. Purpose of Report 

 
1.1 To seek members’ views regarding the Connecting Town Halls consultation. 

 
2. Connecting Town Halls 

 
2.1 The Department for Communities and Local Government launched the attached 

consultation document (Appendix A) on 9 November 2016. 
 

2.2 At present, local government committee meetings in England require all members to 
be physically present at the meeting in order to take part. With an increasing 
number of councils taking part in shared services with other councils, members and 
the public are faced with travelling increased distances to attend meetings.  
 

2.3 In order to address this problem, the government is consulting upon introducing 
changes to allow members to participate in meetings using online video facilities 
based at local council offices. The proposal affects only joint committee and 
combined authority meetings and would still require members to attend a public 
meeting venue to take part in the committee meeting. 
 

2.4 The consultation will end on 11 January 2017. The Portfolio Holder for Corporate 
Management and Customer Services has delegated authority to respond to 
consultations relating to his portfolio. The Committee is therefore recommended to 
highlight any proposed response for his consideration. 
 

3. Possible Impact for the City of Lincoln Council 
 

3.1 
 

The City of Lincoln Council currently takes part in a number of formal joint 
committees including the Shared Revenues and Benefits Joint Committee, the 
Central Lincolnshire Joint Strategic Planning Committee, and the Lincolnshire Police 
and Crime Panel. The formation of a combined authority for Lincolnshire has also 
been under consideration in recent months. 
 

3.2 
 

Each of these joint committees involves members and officers from the City of 
Lincoln Council regularly travelling to other parts of Lincolnshire for meetings. This 
is usually more time-consuming than taking part in meetings at City Hall, particularly 
given the extensive geographical size of the Council’s neighbouring authorities. The 
Council does not incur significant costs for car mileage expenses incurred by 
councillors at present, although there is potential for this to vary from year-to-year. 
 

3.3 The City of Lincoln Council already has access to video conferencing facilities in 



Committee Room 4 which link with other local authorities, including partners on joint 
committees. While these facilities are not currently located in public meeting rooms, 
they are sufficiently accessible in view of the low numbers of members of the public 
likely to attend these types of meeting. 
 

3.4 It should be noted that the introduction of an option to take part in meetings by video 
conferencing would not be compulsory and it is not anticipated that any restrictions 
would be placed on members’ current rights to reclaim the cost of travel to meeting 
venues outside the city.  
 

4. Organisational Impacts  
 

4.1 Finance  
There are no direct financial implications arising from this report. 
 

4.2 Legal Implications  
There are no direct legal implications arising from this report. 
 

5. Recommendation  
 

5.1 
 

That members consider the consultation and offer any views for the consideration of 
the Portfolio Holder for Corporate Management and Customer Services in 
formulating a response. 
 

 


